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truce by attacking an ally of the Muslims ; and Mo-
hammad forthwith marched upon Mekka with ten
thousand men, and the city, despairing of defence,
surrendered. Now was the time for the Prophet
to show his bloodthirsty nature. His old persecutors
are at his feet. Will he not trample on them, torture
them, revenge himself after his own cruel manner?
Now the man will come forward in his true colours :
we may prepare our horror, and cry shame before-
hand.

But what is this ? Is there no bloocl in the streets ?
Where are the bodies of the thousands that have been
butchered ? Facts are hard things ; and it is a fact
that the day of Mohammad's greatest triumph over
his enemies was also the day of his grandest victory
over himself. He freely forgave the Kureysh all the
years of sorrow and cruel scorn they had inflicted on
him: he gave an amnesty to the whole population
of Mekka. Four criminals., whom justice condemned,
made up Mohammad's proscription list when he
entered as a conqueror the city of his bitterest
enemies. The army followed his example, and en-
tered quietly and peaceably; no house was robbed,
no woman insulted. One thing alone suffered de-
struction. Groing to the Kaaba, Mohammad stood
before each of the three hundred and sixty idols
and pointed to it with his staff, saying, " Truth is
come and falsehood is fled away," and at these words
his attendants hewed it down; and all the idols and
household gods of Mekka and round about were
destroyed.